Helping your child recite a poem

o Read the poem to your child

o After you have read it once invite them to join in with the repeating sections
o While you are reading, ask your child if they can think of actions to go along with the poem
o Practice the actions together
o As you read the poem do the actions yourself, getting your child to join in
o After you have read the poem a few times, get your child to read along with you
o Use emphasis and expression, using the same emphasis and expression each time you read the poem
o Once you have done this several times, challenge your child to recite the poem, if they get stuck use the action they came upwith
to help them remember

o Get them to recite it often so they don’t forget

o If once you first challenge them to recite the poem they find this difficult, keep practicing together, with actions until they are
more confident

o If they are unable to do the whole poem, focus on the first verse and build from there




